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whether the Prophet (_4bacuck by admitting this cogt- 
tation into his minde,The Law doth faile, did thereby ſhew 
himſelfe an unbeleever. 


5) E E haue ſcenein the opening of 
S this clauſe which\concerneth the 
\ weakeneſle of the Prophets faith, 
? firſt what things they are where- 
vato the faith of ſounde belecvers 
doth aflent: ſecondly wherefore al 
men aſſentnor thervato:and third- 
ly why they that doe, doc it many 


times with ſmall aſſurance» Now becauſe nothing can 
be lo truly —_— but through miſvnderſtiding it may 


bedepraved; therefore to prevent if it bcepoſlible,all 
miſconſtrugioninthis cauſe,wherea ſmall crrour can- 
not riſe but with greatdanger,itis perhapsneedfulcre 
we cometo thefourth point,thar ſomething bee added 
co that which hath beene alrcadie ſpoken concerningy 
the third. 

That meere naturall men doe neither knowe nor ac- 
knowledge the things of God weedoenot marvell, be- 
cauſe they are ſpiritually ro bee diſcerned : bur rhey in 
whoſe harts the light of grace doth ſhine, they thar are 
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KO, . 
taught of God,why are they ſo weake in faith? Why is 
their aſſenting to the law ſo ſcrupulous, ſo-much ming- 
led with feare and wavering > Ir {cemeth ſtrange that e- 
ver they ſhould imagine the lawero faile. Ir cannot 
ſeeme ſtrange if wee waigh the reaſon. It the things 
which we belceuebe conlidered in themſelues, it maic 
truely bee ſaide that faithis more cerraine then any Sci- 
ence . Thatwhich weknow either byſenſe, or by in- 
fallible demonſtration , isnot fo ccrtaine as rhe princt- 
ples,articles,and concluſions of Chriſtian faith. Cone 
cerning which we muſt note, that there is acerta/nty of 
evidence,anda certainety of adherence .. Certaintie of evi- 
dence we call that,when the minde doth aſſent vnto this 
or that,not becauſe ir is true in itſelfe , but becauſe the 
truth is clere,becauſe it is manifeſt ro vs... Of thinges in 
themſelues moſt certaine; exceprrthey bealſo molt evi- 
dent,our perſwafion is not ſo aflured, as it is ofthinges 
moreevident although in themſelues they be leſle cer- 
taine. Itis as ſure,ifnorſurer, that there bee ſpirits, as 
that there be men:but we be more affured of theſe then 
of them,beceauſe thefe are moreevident. The truth of 
- ſomethings is ſo evident that no man which heareth 
them can doubr of them : as when wee heare that a part 
" of anything u leſe then the whole,the minde is conſtrained 
ro ſay,this is true. If irwere fo in matters of faith,thE 
as all men have equalfcertainery ofthis, fo no beleever 
ſhould be more ſcrupulous and doubtful then an other. 
But wefinde the contrarie. The Angels & ſpirits of the 
righteous in heaven haue certainety moſt evident of 
things ſpiritual: but this they haue by the light of glo- 
ric, Thatwhich we ſceby the light of grace, though it 
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be indeed more certaine, yet is itnotto vs ſo evidently 
certaine, asthatwhich ſenſc orthe light ofnature will 
pot ſuffer a man to doubr of. ' Preofes are vaine: & fri. 
volous except they bee more cerraine then is the thing 
proved: and doe we not ſee how the ſpirit everic where 
in the ſcripture proveth matters of faith, laboureth ro 
conarmevs inthe thing whith wee belecue, by things 
whereof we haue ſenſible knowledge?I conclude there- 
fore rhat wee haue leſle certainery of evidence concer- 
ning.things beleeved, then concerning ſenſible ornatu- 
rally perceived. Of theſe whodoth doubt aranyrime? 
Of them at ſometime who doubtethnor?I wil nothere 
alleage the ſundry cofeſſions of the perfeeſt that haue 
live&vpon earth concerning their great imperfections 
this way;zwhich if I did, 1 ſhould dwell too long vpon a 
matter ſufficiently knowne by everic faithfull man that 
doth know himlſclfe. | 

 Theotherwhich weecall the certainty of adherence, 
315 when the hare dorh cleaue and ſticke vnto that which 
ir doth belecue. This. certainrie. is greater in vs then 
theother. Thereaſon is this. The faith of a Chriſtian 
doth apprehend the words of the Law, the promiſes of 
God,not only as true,bur alſo as good: and therefore e- 
ven then whenthe evidence which he hath of the truth 
is ſo ſmall that it grieveth him to feele his weakenefſe in 
aſſenting thereto 3; yeris there in him ſucha ſure adhe- 
rence vnto that which he doth but faiatly and feareful- 
lie beleeue , thathis ſpirithaving once truely taſted the 
heavenly {ivecrneſle thereof, all theworlde is not able 
quite andcleaneto remoue him from it: but he ſtriveth 
with himſclte to. hope againſt all reaſon of belecving, 
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(4) 
being ſerled with Job vpon this ynmoueable reſolution, 
Though God kill me 1 w/ll not = over truſting in him. For 


why? This leſſon remaineth for ever imprinted in him, 
It ts good for me to cleawe nto God. Pſal.z z. : 

Now the mindes ofall men being fo darkned as they 

are with the foggie dampe of originall corruption , it 
cannot be that any mans heart livingſhouldbe cicher ſo 
enlightned in the knowledge , or fo eſtabliſhed in the 
loue of that wherein his ſalvation ſtandeth,as to be per- 
fe&,neither doubting nor ſhrinking atall, If avic fuch 
were,whac doth let why that man ſhould not be iuſtifi- 
ed by his owne inherent righteouſnes? For 4 am" 
nefle inherent being perfe will iuſttfic» And perfe&t 
faith is apart of perfcrighteouſnefie inherent ; yea a 
principall part.che root andthe mother of all the reſt:{o 
that if the fruit of every tree be ſuch as the root is, faith 
being perfeR, as itisif irbeenor atall mingled with di- 
ſtruſt and feare,whar is there to exclude other Chriſtian 
virtues from thelike perfetions? And then what neede 
we the righteouſnes of Chriſt?His garment is ſuperfiu- 
ous ;z we may be honourably cloached with our owne 
Robes , ifirbee thus. Butcletthem beware who chal- 
lenge to themſclues a ſtrength which they hauenor, 
leaſt they looſe the comfortable ſupport of that weake- 
nes which indeed they haue, 

Some ſhew alchoughno ſoundnes of ground there 
is which may bce alleaged for defence of this ſuppoſed 
perfeQion in certainery touching matters of our faith: 
as firftrhat LHbrehaw did belecue and doubred not; ſe- 
condly , that the ſpirit which God hath given vs tono * 
other endbut only to aſſure vs that we are the ſonnes E 
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God,to embolden vs to call vpon him as our father , to 
open our cies andto make the truth of things beleeved 
evident vnto our minds,is much mightier in operation 
then the common light ofnature,whereby we diſcerne 
ſenſible things : wherefore we muſt needs be jmore ſure 
of that we belecue,then of that we ſee; we muſt needes 
be more certaine of the mercies of Godin Chriſt Jeſus, 
then we are of the light of the ſun when ir ſhineth vpon 
our faces. Tothar of _Hraham, He did not rr | an- 
Frere, that this »rgation doth not exclude all feare, all 
doubting ; butonly thatwhich cannot ſtand with true 
faith . It freeth 4braham from doubting through s of 
delitie not from doubting through znfirmitie ; from the 
doubting of vnbeleewers,nor of weake beleewers; frofuch 
adoubting as that whereof theP rince of Samariais at- 
tainted, who hearing the promiſe of ſuddaine plentic in 
the middeſtof extreame dearth anſwered: , * Though the 
Lord would mate windowes in heaven , were it poſitble ſo to. 
come to paſſe? But that Abraham was not void of al doub. 
ting,what need we any other proofe then the plain evi- 
dece ofhis own words, Gen.r7,v.r7.the reafon which is 
taken fro the power ofthe ſpirit were effeCtuall, if God 
did worke like anaturall agent, as the firedoth inflame, 
and the ſun inlighten, according to the vttermolſt abiliry 
which they haue to bring forth theireffe&s. Butthe in- 
comprehenſible wiſfdome of God doth limit the effects. 
ofhispowerto ſuch a meaſure as ſeemerh beſt vnto him 
ſelfe. Wherefore he worketh that certaintie in al,which 
ſufficerh abundantly to theirfſalvario inthe life ro come; 
burinnonefo great as attaineth in this life vnto perfe. 
Qion.Evea ſo,o Lord,it hath pleaſed thee , evenſo #4 


6) 

beſt and fitteſt for vs,that feeling ſtill our owne infirmi* 
tics, we may no longer breath then pray , Adiuva Do- 
mine. Help Lord our incredulitie.Ot the thicd queſtis rhig 
I hope will ſuffice being added vuro that which harl bin 
thereof alreadie ſpoken, The fourth queſtion reſteth & 
ſo an endof this point. - | | 

Thar which commeth laſt of all inthis firſt branch to 
be conſidered concerning the weaknes of the. Prophets 
faith:whether be did by thes very thought The Law doth faule 
quench the ſpirit fall from faith,andſbew himſeife an vnbe- 
leewver or no.The: ueſtionis of moment ,the repoſe and 
rranquillictieof ;nboire ſoules doth depend upon it Lhe 
Prophetscaſc is thecaſe of many;which way ſoever we 
caſt forhim,the ſame way ic paſleth forall vthers, If in 
him-this cogitation did extinguith grace, why the like 
thoughts in vsſhouldnor take the like effe&,there isng 
cauſe. Foraſmuch therefore asthe matrer.is waighrie, 
dearc and pretious which we hauein hand, irbehoveth 
vs with ſo much the greatercharines ro.wade through 
it,taking ſpeciall heed both what wee build, & whereon 
- webuild ;that.if our building be peatle,our foundation 
| be not ſtubblegif thedoQtrine we teach bee fullofcom- 
fort and conſolation,the ground wherevpon we gather 
it be ſure:otherwiſe we ſhall not ſauce. but deccaue both 
our ſelues and others. In this wee knowe we are nor de- 
ceaued,nether can wedeccaue you,when weteach that 
the faith whereby yee are ſanCtified cannot faile; itdid 
not'in the Prophert,it ſhallnot in you. lt itbee ſo; letthe 
difference be ſhewed beryyeene the condition of vnbe- 
leevers and his,in this or in the like imbecillitie & weak- 
neſſe, There was in wMbakkk, that which $, lohndoth 
Ned . 5 | | call 
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eall che ſeedof God meaning therby,the fr f graze which 
Godpowrerthinto the hearts of them that are incorpo+ 
ratedinto Chriſtwhich having receaved, if becauſe ir is; 
an adverſarie vnto ſinne,we doethereforethinke we ſiry 
not both otherwilſc,and alſo by diſtruſtfull and dovbe- 
full apprehending of that,which we _ ſedfaſtly ro 
belecuc ſurely we doe but deceauc our ſclues. Yertthey 
which are of God doenot finne either in this, or inany 
thing any ſuchſinneas doth quite extinguiſh: grace, 
cleanecut them of from Chriſt Ieſus: becauſe the ſeedof 
Godabideth in them, and doth ſhield them from recea- 
ving any irremediable wound, Their faith when itis at 
ſtrongeſtis bur weakez yet eventhen when it is at the 
weakelt,ſo ſtrong that vtrerlyitnever faileth, it never 
periſheth alcogether,no notin them, who thinke it ex- 
tinguiſhedin theinſclues. There arefor whoſe ſakes I 
dare nordealeflightly in thiscauſe, ſparing thar labour 
which muſtbebeſtawed co make nothing Men in like 
agonies ynto this of the Prophet Abakkuks arethrough 
extremitic of griefemany times in tudgement ' fo con- 
founded,that they fandenot themſelues' in themſelues, 
Forthat which dwelſerh in their bares they ſeeke, they 
make diligent ſearch andenquirte.Itabiderh,it worketh 
in them,yecſtill chey aske where 2 Still | they lament 
as for athing which is paſt findivg: they mourne as Re- 
<:1, andretuſe tobee comforted as 4fthart werenor, 
which indecd is;. andas ifthat which isnot were as if 
they didnot belecue when they do; & as ifthey did dif- 
pou when rhey do not. '- -VVhich in ſome-I grayncis 
ta melancholy paſhon proceeding/boly.from tharde 
ieion of minde,the cauſe wiherady is inthe body, ind 
* 2 y 
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by bodily meanescanbe taken away.But where there is 
no{uch bodily cauſe', the minde 15 notlightly in this 
moode;bur by ſome of theſe thiee occaſions. One; thar 
iudging by compariſon either with other-men or with 
FTA”. pt ſome othertime moreſtrong, they think. 
imperfe&ion to be aplaine deprivation,weakenes tobe. 
vtter want of faith, Another cauſe js; rhey-often mi- 
ſtake onething for an other, Sent Paule wiſhing well 
ro the churchofRomepraicth forthem after this ſort, 
The God of hope fill you with all ioy of beleeving .. Hence an 
error groweth when men-in heavines of fpirit ſuppoſe. 
they lacke faith, becauſe they finde not the ſugered ioie 
anddelight which indeeddoth accompanie faith, but ſo 
as a ſeparable accident,asa thing that may be.removed 
from itzyeathere is acauſe why it ſhouldbee remoucd, 
Thelightwouldnerverbe ſo acceprable,wereic not for 
that viuall entercourſe of darkneſſe. Too much honie 
doth turnetogall, and too much ioy euen ſpiritually 
would make vs wantons. Happier a-greatdeale is that 
mans caſewhoſe nts re ton-is humbled 
then hewhoſe neartis through abandance of ſpiritual 
delight lifted vp andexaltedaboue meafure.Berter it is 
| ſomrimes to go down into the pit with him,who behol 
ding darknefle,and —_—_ of inward: joy & 
confolation,crieth from the bottome of rheloweſt hel, 


' My God,my God,why haſt thou forſaken me ? then contimr 
ally. ro-walk arme in arme with angels,to ſiras itwere in 
Abrahams boſome,andto havenothought,nocogira- 
tionbut,1rhank my God #t 35/not with me as it is with other 
»e#/No;Godwillhaue them that ſhall walke ivlighe;rs 
fecle now andthen what ic is to fitte- in the ſhaddow of 
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(9) 
death. A priened ſpirit therefore is no argtiment- of 2 
faithleſſe mind, Arthird occaſion ofmens miſiudging 
themſelues,as ifthey were faithleſſe when they arenor, 
is; They faſten their cogirations vpon the diſtruſtfull 
ſuggeſtions ofthe fleſh , whereot finding greatabun- 
dance in themſclues, they gather thereby, ſurely vnbe- 
leefe hath'full dominion,it hath raken plenarie pofleſfi- 
on of me; if I were faithfull it cond nortbee thus. Not 


marking the motions ofthe ſpirit and of faith , becauſe 


they lie buriedand overwhelmed with the contrarie: 
when notwithſtanding as the blefled Apoſtle doth ac- 
knowledge,that _— groneth, andrhat God heareth 
when we doenot ;ſo there is no doubt , butrhatour 
faith may haue and hath her privic operations ſecret ro 
vs,in whom,yerknowne to him by whom they are. Tel 
this to a manthar hath a mind deceaved by roo hard an 
opinion of himſclfe,and itdoth but augment his griefe: 
he hath his anſwer ready; will you make mee thinke 0- 
therwiſe then I find, the I feel in my ſelffI hauethrough- 
Ty conſidered andexquifitely fifredall the cornersofmy 
heart,and I fee what there is:never feck to perſwade me 
againſt my knowledge, 7 doe not, I knowe 1 ave not beleene. 
Vell,to favour them a littlein their weakneſſe: let that 
be granted which they doe imagine; bee it that they are 
faichleſſe and without beleife. But zrcthey not grieved 
for their vnbeleife? They are.Do they not wiſh itmight 
andal(o ftrine that it may be otherwiſe?Ve know rn 
doe.Whence commeththis but from aſecret loue and 
fiking whichthey hauc of thoſe things rhararebelieved? 
No mancanloue things which in his owne opinion are 
not. And ifthey thinke thoſe _— ro be, which they 
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ſhew-chat they loue,when they defice to: beteeue themy 
then muſt itneeds be that by defiring to beleeuc, rhey 
proue.themſelues true belecvers. For withour faith, n© 
man thinketh that things beleeved are. Which argumer 
all che ſubciltic of infernall powers will never be able to 
diſloluc.The faith therefore of true beleevers,though it 
haue many and'grievous downfalls,yer dothvit ſtill con« 
tinue invinciblezitconquereth and recovereth it ſelfc in 
the end. Thedangerous confliats wherevnto ir is ſubicRt 
are not able to-prevaile againſt it. The Prophet Abaruck 
remained faithtull in weakneſle, though weake in faith, 
It is true,ſuch is our weake and wavering nature, that 
we hauc no ſooner receaued grace, but weeare ready to 
fall from it:we haue no ſooner given our aſfent to the 
law that it cannot faile,but the next conceit which wee 
arc ready to imbrace,is,that it may,and that it doth fail, 
Though wee findin our felues a moſt willing heart ta 
cleaue vnſeparably vnto God.even fo far asro think vn- 
fainedly with Peter,Zord 1am ready to goe with thee into 
riſen andtodeath:yerhow ſoone and how eaſily, vpon 
bow fmall occaſions are we changed, if wee bee buta 
while let alone andleft vnto our (clues? The Galarhrans 
to day for their ſakes which teach them the truth in 
Chriſt,content if need wereto pluck out their own cics, 
and the next day ready to pluck out theirs which taught 
them. The loue ofthe Angell to the Church of Epheſus, 
how greatly enflamed and how quickly flacked? The 
higher we flow the neerer we are vato anebbe, ifmen 
be reſpeed as meere men according to the wonted 
courſe of their alcerable inclination,withourt the heave» 
Iy ſupport of the ſpirit. Againe,thedelire ofour gake 
| Ry "= 
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ly enimy is ſo vncredible,and his meansſo fortible ro 6+ 
verthrowe our faith , that whom the bleſſed Apoſtle 
knewe bctroathed and made handfaſt vnto Chriſt, to 
them he could not write but with great trembling: 7am 
zealous over you with 4 godly iealonſie ', for Thaue prepared 
you toone husband to preſent you a pure virgin vnto Chriſt: 
but1 feare leaſt as the Serpent beguiled Ene through his ſub- 
giltie; ſo your minds ſbould be corrupted from the ſimplicity 
which i in Chriſt, The ſ{tmplicitic of faith which is in 
Chriſt rakeththe naked promiſe of God, his bare word, 
and on thatir reſterh. This ftmplicitie the ſerpent labo« 
xeth continually co-pervere, comopenges mind with: 
many imaginations of repugnancieand- contraricty be- 
tweene the promiſe of God. , and thoſe things which 
ſenſe or experience or ſome ather fore-conceaved per- 
fwafion hath imprinted, The word of the promiſe of 
Godvnto his people is , 7 will not leaue thee nor forſake 
thee:vpon this the ſimplicity of faith reſteth,and it is nog 
afraid of famine.But mark how the ſubrilty of Sarhan 
did corrupt the minds of that rebellious generation, 
whoſe ſpirits were not faithfull varo God, They beheld 
the deſolate ſtare of the deſert in which they were, and 
by the wildome of cheir ſenſe, concluded thepromilſe. of 
60d to be bur folly:CzGod prepare a table in the wildernes? 
The wordof the promiſe to Sara was, Thou ſhalt beare 4 
Sonne, Faith is {imple.and doubteth not of it:but Sathan 
to corrupt this ſimplicitie of m_ the mind 
of the woman with an argument drawn from common 
experience to the contrarie«_A woman that ut olde;, Sara 
now to be acquainted agarne with forcotte paſhons of yomtht 
The word of che proiniſe. of God by Moſes and the Bro» 
——_— . 
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phets madethe Saviour of the world ſo apparent vnro 
Philip,char his fimplicitie conld conceaue no other Meſ- 
fias,then Teſus of X azareth the fonne of Jofeph, But to 
ſtay Nathanielleaſt being invited to come and ſee, hee 
ſhould alfo belecue and fo be ſaved : the ſubrilty of Sa- 
than caſteth a miſtbefore his cies, putteth in his head a- 
gainſt this,the common conceaved perſwaſton of all 
meri concerning Nazarerhyis it poſſible that a good thin 
ſhould come from thence tThis ſtratagem he doth vſe with 
| ſogreatdexteritie,the minds of all men are fo ſtrangely 
en{orceled with it,that it bereaveth the for the time of 
all perceavance ofthat which ſhould relecue them and 
be their comfort, yeaittakerh all remembrance from 
them,even of things wherewith they are moſt familiar- 
ſy acquainted. The people of Iſrael conldnor bee igno« 
rant that he which led them through the fca,was able to 
feed them inthe defart:bar this was obliterated and pur 
our by theſenle of their preſentwanr, Feeling the hand 
of God againſtthem in their food, they remembrednor 
his hand in the daythat hedelivered them from the hid 
of the oppreſſor.Sers wasnort then to learne that with 
God all things are poſſible. Had Nathaniel never noted, 
how God deth chooſe the baſe things of this world ,to arſgrace 
them that are moſt honorably eſteemed? The Propher Aba- 
kukknewe that the promiſes of grace, proteion, and 
favour which Godin the law doth nike vnto his peo- 
- ple,donot grant them any ſuch immunitrie as can free 
andexempr themfrom all chaſtiſements;he knewethar 
| as Godfaid, will continue my mercy for ever towards them 
fo he likewiſe ſaid,cheir rranſereſcions will puniſh with « 
rod/he knew that it cannot ſtand with any _—_ _ 
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ſhould ſet the meaſure of our owne-puniſhments, and 
reſcribe vnto God how great orhowe long our {uffe- 
rings ſhall be:he knew thatwewere blind and altoge- 
ther ignorant whatis beſt for vsz that weeſue formany 
things very vnwiſely againſt our ſelues, thinking we aske 
Aiſh when indeed we craue aſerpent:he knewe that whe 
the thing weaske is good, and yet God ſceemethſlowe- 
to grantit,he doth not deny bur defer our petitions, to 
the end we mightlearne to deſire great things greatly : 
all chis heeknewe. Butbeholding the land which God 
had ſevercd for his owne people; and ſeeing it abando- 
ned vnto heathen nations ; viewing how reproachfully 
they did tread it down,and wholly make havock of it at 
their pleaſure;beholding the Lords owne. Royall Seat 
madean heape of ſtones, his temple defiled,the carkaſes 
of his ſervants caſt out for the foules of the aire to de- 
voure,and the fleſh ofhis mecke ones for the beaſts of 
the field to feed vpon;being conſcious tohimſelfe how 
long and how carneſtly he had cryed, Succour vs 6 God of 
our welfare for the glory of thine owne name ;, and feeling 
that their ſoare was ſtill increaſed:the conceit of repug- 
nancic betweene this which was obie@ro his cies ,/'and 

' that whiclrfaith ypon promiſe of the law did looke for, 
madeſodeepean impreſſion and ſo ſtrong , that he diſ- 
puteth-not the matter,but without any Goher enquiry 


orſearch inferreth as we ſee,The L1w doth faile. 

Ofvs who is here which cannot very ſoberly adviſe 
bis brother; Sir you muſtlearneto ſtrengths your faith - 
by that experience which heretofore you haue had of 
Gods great goodneſle towards you, per ea que ag9/cas 
preſtita,niſcas ſperare promiſa,By thoſe thingswh hg TY 

auc. 
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have known performed.lcarne to hope for thoſe thing 
which are promiſed. Doe you acknowledpe to hauere- 
ceaved much ? Let that make youcertaineto receaue 
more.Habenti dabitur.To him that hath more ſhalbe giuen, 
When you doubt whar you ſhall haue,ſcarch whar you 
haue had at Gods hands. Make this reckoning, that the 
benefits which he hath beſtowed ,are bils obligatorie & 
ſufficient ſureties that he wil beſtow further. His preſene 
mercy is ſtill a warrant of his futureloue, decals whons 
he leveth he loveth unto the end, Is itnot thus? Yer if wee 
could reckonvpas many evident, clecre, vndoubred 
ſignes of Gods reconciled loue towards vs as there are 
yeares,yeadaies , - howers paſt over our heades, all 
theſe ſer rogether haue notſuch force to confirme our 
faith,as the loſſe, and ſometimes the only feare of loo- 
ſing alittle tranſitoric goods,credir, honour, or favour 
of men,a ſmall calamiric,a matter of nothing to breed 
aconceit, and ſuch aconceitas isnot eaſily againe re» 
mouedxhat we are cleanecrofſt out of Gods book, that 
he regards vs not,that he looketh vpon others, bur paſ- 
ſeth by vs like a ſtranger,to whom we are not knowne. 
Then we thinke looking vpon others and comparin 
chem with our ſclues; their tables are furniſhed day by 
dayzearth and aſhes are our bread: they {ing tothe lute, 
and they ſec their children dance before them; our harts 
arc heavie in our bodies as lead, our ſighes beat as thick 
as a ſwiftpulle , our tcares doe waſh the beds wherein 
we lic: the ſun fhineth faire vpon their forcheads ; wee 
arc hanged vp like bottles in the ſmoake, caſt into cor- 
ners like the Ferds of a broken pot.: tell notvs ofthe 


promiſes of Gods favour,tell ſuch as doereape the fruit 


of 


(15) 
ofthem,they bclongnor to vs,they are made to others: 
the Lordbe mercifull to our weaknefle ; bur thus ir is- 
Weller the frailticofour narure,the ſubriltie of Sathiz 


the force of our deceavable imaginations be,as we can- 


notdeny but they are , things that threaten every mo- 
menttheveter ſubverſion of our taith ; faith notwith- 
ſtanding is nothazarded by theſe things. That which 
one ſomrimes told the Senators of Rome, Ego /ic exiſts- 
mabans, P.C.utipatremſepe meum predicantem audive- 
ram,quiveſtiram amiuitiam diligenter colerent,cos multum 
laborem ſuſcipert , caterum ex omnibus maxim tutos eſe, 
As Thaue often heard my father acknowledge fol my 
ſelfe did ever thinke,thar the friends & favourers of this 
ſtate,charged themſelues with great labor,but no mans 
condition ſoſafe as theirs : the ſame we may ſay a great 
deale more iuftlyinthiscaſfe: our Fathers andP Foplinnks 
our Lord and maſter harh full often ſpoken,by long cx- 
perience we haue found it true; as _ as haucentred 
their names in the myſticali booke oflife, cos maximuns 
tiborem ſuſcipere, they haue raken _ them alabour- 
fome,a toileſome,a painefull profefſi 
xim4 tutos eſſe but no mans ſecurity like ro theirs.Simoy, 
Stmon,Sathan hath deſired to winnow thee as wheat;Here is 
our tile: but I hae prazed for thee that thy faith faile notz 
this is our ſafety,No mans condition fo ſure as ours:the 
praier of Chriſt is more then ſufficient both to ſtreng- 
thenvs be wenever ſo weake; and to overthrow all ad- 
verfiriepower,be itnever ſo ſtrong and potent. His 
ier muſt not exclude our labour: their choughts are 
vane who thinke that their watching can preſecrue the 
cittywhich God himſelfe is ow willing tokeepe, And 
| . 4c 
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arenot theitsas vaine,, who thinkethat God wil keepe 
the cittic for wyhichthey themſelues are-nor carefil ro 
watch 2 The husbandman may not therefoxebutne his 
plough , nor the Marchant fotſake his trade, becauſe 
God hathpromiſed, /wilt not forſake thee, Anddo the 
_ promiſes of God concerning ourftabilitie, thinke you, 
make it a matter indiffertr for ys to vie ot nor to victhe 
meanes whercby,to attend ornot to attend to reading, 
to pray or not to pray that we fal not into tempration? 
Surely ifwclooketo ſtand inthefaith of theſounes of 
God, wemuſt hourely,continually.be providing and fet 
ting our felnes ro ſttine, It was nor: the meaning of out 
Lord and Savior inſaying,Father keepe them ne name, 
thatwe ſhould be careleſle to keepe ourſelues .. To our 
owne fafety,our owneſcdulitieis required. And then 
bleſſed for cverandever bee tharmotherschilde whoſe 
faith hath made him the childe of God. The earth may 
ſhake,the pillars ofthe world may tremble vnder vs;the 
countenance of the heaven may be apaled,the Sun-may 
looſe hislight,the Mooneher beaury,, the Starres their 
lory : but concerning the manthat-truſterh in God, if 
. fire haue proclaimed it felfe- vnable as much as to 
finge a heire of his headzif Lyons, beaſts ravenous by na 
ture and keene with hunger, being ſer to\devour,haue as 
it werercligioully adored the very ficſh- of the fairhiull 
mz, what 15 there in the world that fhal change his hart, 
overthrow his faith,alter his affetion towards God,orx 
theaffe&ion of God to him? IfIbe ofthis note-, who 
ſhall make a ſeparation betweene me and my God?Shal 
tribularion,or anguiſh,or perſecution, or famine,or ta- 
kednes,or perill,or lword?No;l am perſwaded that nets 
ws | ther 


(17) 

ther tribulation,nor anguiſh, norperſecution, nor fa- 
mine,nor nakednes,nor perill,nor (word, nor death,nor 
life,uor Angels, nor principalities , nor powers, nor 
things preſent, nor things tocome, nor height, nor 
dep « anic other creature ſhall ever prevaile. {o far 
over me. I know in whom Ihaue beleeved; I am not 
tgnorant whoſe precious bloud hath beene ſhed for me; 
I haue a ſhepheard full of kindneſle,full of care , and full 
of power : vnto him I commir my ſelfe; his owne finger 
hath engraven this ſentence in the tables of my hart; $4» 
than hath deſired to winnow thee as wheat, but Ihaue prayed 
that thy faith faile not . Therefore the aſſurance of my 
hope I will labor to keepe as a iewell vnto the end, and 
dy bom the gracious mediation 9t his prai- 
er,l (hall keepeir. 


FIN IS. 
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